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‘SUBJECT: Current Slmtin ia Lebanon:
INFORMATION MEMORANDUM

Background for NSPG Meeting (U) —

; / The most important issuas for Defense now related to Lebsnom are:

time:

o i,

For the past week there luirn_ been a series
On major Lebanon issues which Fred Ikle alone has attended.

USMC-IDF incidents
Status of negotiations

MNF and its future expansion
Lebanese Armed Forces Modernization Program (LANMP)
Continued U.8. banon

This paper only addresses the
the incidents

security role in Le
two most important of these issues at
and the status of negotiations.

of high level meetings
You may wish

to get a briefing from Fred on these meetings.

We understand

for a heavy US partici

to ensurée lsraeli

security and remove any arguments
presence. This could be an alternative,

that JCS has been asked to prepare force requirements
pation (perhaps up to a division) in southern Lebanon
for its continued

which we could offer the Israelis,

to our present thinking of a maximum participation of two battalions in an

We do not have this JCS paper.

You may wish to discuss this

vith LTC Corman before the meeting.

" Habib

= We understand additionally
favor a return by Habib to the area to attempt, once more, to work
out negotiating differences between Lebanon
been told that Habid may wish, in this next
& negotiating position which would involve
for which he would then seek the

that Secretary Shultz and Ambassador

and Israel. Moreover, we have
stage, to work out with Lebanon
some normalization with Israel,
support of moderate Arabs.

A detailed discussion and copies of key cable traffic related to

the negotiations is at Tab A.
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yf USHC-IDF INCIDENTS: (A complete review of the incidents is at Tab B.)

= There cannot be any doubt that the recen't series of incidents
betveea the USMC and the IDF were deliberate provocations.

= We believe the Israelis want to:
== Discredit the MNF, as they did with UNIFIL; /

== Make it more difficult to obtain Congressional support for
American participation in an expanded MNF;

== Challenge the US in order to draw our focus away from broader
negotiations on Lebanon, the West Bank, and the Middle Bast in general;

— Force direct military contacts which would tend to undercut
diplomatic channels set up to handle peacekeeping questions..’

..~ We are convinced that, in general, the State Department and our owm
* public affairs approach to these incidents has been weak and that we may

. be losing this public affairs battle. We are extremely concerned with the
misrepresentations of US actions » intentions, and motivations appeariag in
the Israeli public affairs stsatements.

. = We seem to ‘have reached general agreement inm Beirut yesterday over

the demarcatfon line between the Marines and the IDF. (At Tab C is the

reporting cable detailing this agreement.) This may not, however, mean

that there will be a halt to the incidents, dve to the reasons for them
stated above.

= We would not be surprised if there were incidents with the other
MNF members (French, Italians, and British) in the near future.

Attachnents
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SUBJECT: Stat;u of the Lebanon ﬁegotiations

‘ ¢ Three simultaneous chanvels of negotiation are opersting:

"Secret Israeli-Lebanese discussions” that produced the Sharon
docunegt that has been the basis for the Draper talks

The Draper talks (trilateral batween the US, Israel, and Lebanon)

Habib mission: Direct US-Israeli talks that are designed to “cook"”
8 US-Israeld deal for vhich the US will obtain Lebanese agreement.
Once this has been obtained, detailed talks will retura.to the
Draper arena. 5 i

M Four proposals are presently tabled that serve as .thn outline for
various negotiating positions or as devices to channel discussions:

' M Habib has characterized the Israeli Draft Agreement as “completely

The Sharon Document (copy unavailable)

An unofficial Lebanese counterdraft to the Sharom Document (Yab A)

‘Israeli Draft Agreement (Tab B) b

US proposal attempting to bridge Lebsnese~Israeld differences (Tab C)

than the Egypt~Israel peace treaty. He sees substantfal prodlems on

.umorhbh'. It is a.virtual peace treaty and requires more normalization

four issues:

Israeli-manned warning stations in -o;:thcrg Lebanon. ' &
Immediate steps in normalization.

Requirement for total PLO withdrawal before any Israeli withdrawal.
An international presence in the security zoms.

M The unofficial Lebanese document is anm attempt to detail those areas
where the Lebanese agree with the Sharon document.

It is evident that the Israelis are intent on securing maximum
political gains in the Labanon negotiations in return for a troop
vithdrawal.

The Israelis have littls interest in rapid progress, since an
agreement in Lebanon would allow the US to shift its focus to the

larger peace negotiations.

‘In this connection, you may recall that MG Sagi told you recently
that there should not be an early withdrawal of Israeld troops from
Lebanon because, from the Israeli view, Syria would become further
isolated and wore militant.
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SUBJECT: USMC-IDF Incidents T AUs 22 2018

There have beenm six incidents involving Israeli Defense
Forces attempting to cross through US Marine checkpoints border-
ing the Nultinational Force's area of operations:

1. On 5 January, at 1410-1421 hours, two IDF tanks and
one IDF Armored Personnel Carrier (APC) drove through
the Beirut International Airport fence at the perimeter
of the U8 Marines®' area of operations and drove south-
wvard on the perimeter road. The vehicles vers stopped
by USMC personnsl. The senfor IbF officer stated he
had been lost when he came through the fence, and the
Marines escorted the IDF vehicles from the srea.

2. MOII 6 *January, at 1200-1235 hours, two IDF jeeps and
"an IDF van spproached the area of the 5 January penstra-~
tion, and stopped at a checkpoint mannaed by the USMC
and the Lebanese Armed Forces. An Israell officer
stated that he intended to use the perimeter road, bdaut
subsequently departed at the request of a Marine officer.
The IDF officer stated that his commnander would retura
. the next day to see the US Marinme commander. The IDP
commander d414 not appear:

s. Ko: 8 January, at 1007-1033 hours, two IDF jeeps and
ne IDF APC approached a USMC checkpoint. One of the IDF
officers present (a LTC) had slso bean present at the S
January incident. An unidentiffied IDF individual (wearing
no rank insignia) asked to speak with the USMC battalion
commander. The IDF individual vas told that any request
to meet the USMC commander must be made through Embassy
channels. The IDF personmel departed. Approximately
one hour ‘later, two IDF tanks and 15 mem moved off the
8idon road toward the Marine checkpoint but halted
before reaching the USMC position.

4. L’f’On 10 January, at 1625 hours, IDF personmnel began
searching an ares to the east of USNC positions for am
individual who had been shot and wounded by IDF forces
vhile appareatly bird hunting within a hunting area.
After the wounded individual departed the area ia bis.
car, IDF personnel approached a USMC/LAY checkpoint and
requested entry, claiming that the vounded individual
had fled through the USMC positiom. Parmission was
denied to the IDF personnel and the patrol departed.

. At 1705 hours, IDF personnel returned to the USMC/LAF

checkpoint and deployed crew-served automatic weapons’
. and personnel adjacent to the checkpoint. Agaia the
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ID?¥ forces requested entry to the Karines' area.
During the ensuing discussion, IDFP personnel loaded

. their veapons and trained the crev-served veapons on

USNC personnel. Once again, entry was denied to the
IDF forces, and the patrol departed.

5. G!f'}On 17 January, at 1715 hours,  an Israeli ratrol
attempted to cross a UsNC checkpoint and enter the .
Nultinational Force area of operations to gain access
to a village near the Beirut Airport. The IDF request

for entry was refused and the pat
afterwvard, the Israelis returned

rol departed. Shortly
and requested entry a

second time. During this encounter, a US Karine sentry

vas "nudged” by an Israeli Jeep,

Once again, access to the Multina
denied to the IDPF personnel, angd

6. M On 2 February, at 0900 hours
travelling northward on a:trail 4

but without injury.
tional Porce area was
they departed.

» 3 IDF tanks were
irectly toward the USNC

Company Headquarters at the Lebanese University Library

.. (the area of two previous. incidents). At a point approx-
‘imately 300 meters short of the Narine headguarters, the
the USNC company commander (a USHC Captain) halted the

ID¥ tanks, and the lead Israeli ¢
foot of him. The USKNC Captain re
the senior IDF officer, who, afte

tanks could not proceed. The IDF

ank stopped within a
quested to speak with
r five minutes, disnmoun-

. ted the lead tank. The USNC Captain stated that the IDF

officer (tentatively

identified as the sanme LTC who had been present at two

Previous incidents) stated he won

14 proceed through the

U8 area to the railroad tracks, and stated he wanted to
speak with the USMC “Genmeral®. The USNC Captain again
stated that the IDF tanks could not pass through. The
Israeli officer stated that the IDF tanks were going to

pass through anyway, and began to

mount his tank. At this

point, the Narine Captain pulled and loaded his veapon,

and stated that the Israeli tanks

would have to go through

hin to pass. The lead IDF tank turned west, and when it
had proceeded several meters the other two IDF tanks began
to move forward tovard US positions. The USNC Captain
then mounted the first IDF tank with his weapon drawn and
told the Israeli senmior officer to stop his tanks. The

IDF LtCol then spoke on the radio

spoke with his higher authority.
the Israeli tanks departed southw

(U) The US Government has repeatedly
about these incidents to the Government of
the Israeli Defense Hinistry last week had
to refrain from approaching US positions.
following Ambassador Draper's meeting with

8 January, that Israeli forces would make
cn Narine positions. These positions have
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» stopped his tanks, and
At approximately 0950

ard to the Sidon Road.

expressed its concern
Israel. Ve note that
ordered Israeli forces

It vas our understanding,
Najor General Drori onm
no further approaches
been in place since the
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Marines' deployment in Septenmber 1982, and are vell known. On
24 January, we provided the IDF vith a map shoving precise loca-
tions of all UsSNMC positions, checkpoints and observation pos ts.
The IDF is also fully cognizant of the ordérs under vhich US
forces are operating at these checkpoints.

(V) channels exist for communication between the IDF and
the Narines: through the Goverament of Lebanon, the HNPF Nilitary
Coordinating Committee and US-Israeli diplomatic missions. 1In
the event of an incident arising through nisunderstanding or other
unforseeable circunstances, there is an emergency communiocations
system enadling the Multinational Foroes and the Lebanese Army to
conmunicate with Isrseli forces. - .

(U) Ve have carefully examined the security situation in
and around the US Narine area of operations, and have concluded
that the Marine area is secure, and that the Marines are carrying
out their mission of support for the Lebanese Government. Ve
find no basis whatsoever for the statements by: responsible Israeli
officials that the US Marines are serving as a’ "buffer” for
Palestinian gunerrillas. 'y B -

(U) we regret any loss of 1life through further hostilities
in Lebanon. Based upon our examination of the available facts, .
the perpetrators of recently-alleged attacks against the 1IDP

cannot be reliably identified, nor can the routes of attack and

escape be determined. Ve do know, howvever, that none of these

attacks wvas in the immediate vicinity of the Karine area of
operations.

(U) The mission of the US Warine contingent of the Nulti-
national Force is to assist the Government of Ledanon in its
efforts to regain national sovereignty and independence. The
Narines bave been directed to assist the Lebanese Aramy in its
mission of prohidbiting movement through their lines of armed
personnel other than members of the Hultinational Force or the |
Lebanese Army. Only in the event of a hostile threat to the NEP
or to co-located Lebanese Army personnel would the use of force
be considered by US troops. The Narines have performed this
task to the letter, with great discipline and tact. Americans
can take great pride in the contribution of the US Karines to
the stability anad independence of Lebanon, and in the high
standard of professional conduct they have shown in carrying
out their duties. )
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